
 

ENG 106L: Lesson 9 

Vocabulary 

Adjectives  

 wide  

 short  

 soft  

 sweet  

 old  

 big  

 thin  

 fat  

 pretty  

 ugly  

 noisy  

 intelligent  

 comfortable  

 beautiful  

 expensive  

 quiet  

 narrow  

 gentle  

 simple  

 friendly  

Words from Reading  

 ancestor (n)  

 armor (n)  

 beach (n)  

 burial (n)  

 calamity (n)  

 chopsticks (n)  

 culture (n)  

 descendant (n)  

 despite (proposition)  

 difference (n)  

 elevator (n)  

 enthusiasm (n)  

 Europe (n)  

 European (n, anj)  

 ghost (n)  

 Japan (n)  

 Japanese (n, adj)  

 Korea (n)  

 Korean (n, adj)  

 league (n)  

 lifestyle (n)  

 ominous (adj)  

 pork (n)  

 presentiment (n)  

 similarity (n)  

 soccer (n)  

 Spain (n)  

 Spaniard (n)  

 sticky (adj)  

 stadium (n)  

 superstition (n)  

 swift (n)  

 television (n)  

 wedding (n)  

 wilderness (n)  

 zone (n)  
Grammar Words  

 conjunction (n)  

 adjective (n)  

 consonant (n)  

 syllable (n)  

 usage (n)  

 comparative (adj)  

 superlative (adj)  

 

Appointment 1: Comparing and Contrasting 

 

Discussion 

Part 1: Together with your Speaking Partner, brainstorm and write a list of as many things as you can 
think of that are similar between the United States and your culture. Then make a second list of things 
that are different between the United States and your culture. After you have made the two lists, choose 
one item from the list of similar things and together compare and contrast how it is the same and how it is 
different between the cultures, even if it differs in small ways. Then, choose an item from the list of 
different things, and compare and contrast it just as before. 

Part 2: Either choose one or more cultural item from one of your lists to compare and contrast or another 
cultural item that you are interested in discussing, such as the following: 



 

1. BYU-Idaho student life  
2. Family life  
3. Christmas or Easter traditions  
4. Church activities  
5. Dating  
6. Hobbies  
7. Free-time activities  

Speaking 

Part 1: Choose a topic from the topic list for Week 9 for your Speaking Partner to compare and contrast. 
Ask any questions you have related to the topic they described. 
Part 2: Your Speaking Partner will choose a topic from the list for you to compare and contrast. Provide 
any background information necessary for him or her to understand what you are describing, and then 
compare and contrast that item. Answer any questions the Speaking Partner may have. 

Appointment 2: Timed Writing Assignment 

Writing Practice 

During this part of the session, you will do a timed writing assignment. You will write at least three 
paragraphs. It will be related to the content in the unit. Your Speaking Partner will give you the topic from 
the topic list. You will plan and write a short essay. 
Step 1: Open a new, blank document in Microsoft Word. 

Step 2: Plan your writing (2-4 minutes). 

Step 3: Write your short essay (10-12 minutes). 

Step 4: Edit your writing (2-4 minutes). 

Step 5: Save your writing. 

Step 6: Copy and paste your writing into the instant message area on Skype. Your Speaking Partner will 
read it and give you feedback during your tutor session. Think of at least one question you can ask your 
Speaking Partner about something that will help you improve what you wrote. 

Step 7: If you wish, revise your writing. Use the feedback your Speaking Partner discussed with you. 
Save your writing again. 

Step 8: After your session, answer the questions above. Then copy and paste your writing into the box as 
well. Your instructor will read through it and may also give you some feedback. 

Speaking Partner Discussion 

Past Present Future 

http://courses.byui.edu/Pathway/SpeakingPartners/eng106l/eng106l_9.html
http://courses.byui.edu/Pathway/SpeakingPartners/eng106l/eng106l_9.html


 

Prepare for your appointment this week by writing down a list that describes where you are now. Use the 
questions below to help you prepare to write about where you are now and where you were in the past. 
You will not submit the worksheet, but will use it to prepare for your Speaking Partner session. 

 Where are you right now in your life? (Possible answers could be: living with family, married, in 
school, working, taking care of parents, etc.)  

 Where are you in accomplishing your goals? (Possible answers could be: still improving on my 
English skills, finishing my first novel in English, starting university courses, etc.)  

 What is your emotional state right now? (Possible answers could be: sad, happy, in love, stressed 
out, etc.)  
For the next part of the worksheet, you can compare the above list to: 

 Where were you in the past (five or ten years ago)? (Possible answers could be: working, finishing 
high school, living at home with my family, etc.)  

 Where were you in accomplishing your goals in the past? (Possible answers could be: began 
working on my English skills, started my first novel in English, turned in my papers for a mission, 
etc.)  

 What was your emotional state in the past? (Possible answers could be: happy, sad, stressed, at 
peace, in love, etc.)  
If you have time, read through the questions at the bottom of this page, and discuss them with your 
speaking partner. 

 Where were you five years ago? Ten years ago?  

 What were you doing?  

 Were you happy?  

 If you could go back to the past, what would you change, if anything?  

 If you could change anything right now, what would it be?  

 Are you the same person today, or have you changed much in five years? Ten years?  

 Do you like yourself right now?  
Remember, your Speaking Partner may ask you some additional questions. 

 


